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THE HILPRECHT CASE 
[Copy] 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, August 1, 1907 
To the Editor of the American Journal of Semitic Languages. 

Deae Sir: During the week of the meeting of the American 
Oriental Society at New Haven in April, 1906, it was proposed by 
certain gentlemen whom the occasion had brought together, that 
the charges preferred by Dr. John P. Peters against Professor 
Herman V. Hilprecht be formally considered in one of the public 
sessions of the society. It was deemed more appropriate, how- 
ever, not to make the matter a part of the official proceedings of 
the society, but rather to address to Professor Hilprecht a note 
signed by a number of members of the society personally (not 
officially), requesting an explanation. The following note, with 
the signatures affixed, was accordingly sent to him, and from him 
in due course was received the reply which follows it. 

It would appear from the reviews and critiques, and from the 
personal opinions of scholars who have been consulted, that the 
volume to which Professor Hilprecht makes reference does not 
touch upon the important questions which had been raised by his 
colleagues. On behalf of the gentlemen who signed the note, 
therefore, I am sending you the note in question, together with 
Professor Hilprecht's reply, for publication in your Journal, with 
any such comment as it may seem to you suitable to make. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Charles R. Lanman 

[Copy] 

April 18, 1906 
Professor Herman Hilprecht. 

Dear Sik: We, the undersigned, feel that the recent controversy in 
the matter of the Nippur expeditions has been left in a state which allows 
the gravest imputations upon the integrity of American scholarship to 
rest uncleared. We believe that this condition of things is in a high 
degree detrimental to the progress of Oriental learning in this country. 
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A full and frank statement of the facts, so far as they bear upon your 
activity at Nippur and your publications relating to the same, would be 
exceedingly desirable. Will you not be good enough to furnish us with 
such a statement without too great delay, and will you kindly address the 
same to Professor Oertel of Yale University? 
We are, yours respectfully, 

Charles R. Lanman, Harvard University 
Francis Brown, Union Theological Seminary 
Maurice Bloomfield, Johns Hopkins University 
Richard Gottheil, Columbia University 
Charles C. Torrey, Yale University 
Robert Francis Harper, University of Chicago 
Hanns Oertel, Yale University 
George F. Moore, Harvard University 
E. Washburn Hopkins, Yale University 
Crawford H. Toy, Harvard University 
James Richard Jewett, University of Chicago 
William Hayes Ward, Neiv York City 
Paul Haupt, Johns Hopkins University 
Daniel C. Gilman, Johns Hopkins University 
A. V. Williams Jackson, 1 Columbia University 
John Williams White, Harvard University 

'Jackson signed a precise copy of this note on another sheet. There 
was no time to get his signature a second time. I have simply copied it 
here for him. C. R. Lanman. 

[Copy] 

April 27, 1906 
Professor Charles R. Lanman, 9 Farrar Street, Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Professor Lanman: I have received your note of the 25th inst., 
enclosing a document addressed to me and signed by Messrs. Charles R. 
Lanman, Harvard University, Francis Brown, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Maurice Bloomfield, Johns Hopkins University, Richard Gottheil, 
Columbia University, Charles C. Torrey, Yale University, Robert Francis 
Harper, University of Chicago, Hanns Oertel, Yale University, George F. 
Moore, Harvard University, E. Washburn Hopkins, Yale University, 
Crawford H. Toy, Harvard University, James Richard Jewett, University 
of Chicago, William Hayes Ward, New York City, Paul Haupt, Johns 
Hopkins University, Daniel C. Gilman, Johns Hopkins University, *A. V. 
Williams Jackson, Columbia University, John Williams White, Harvard 
University, and bearing the note: "* Jackson signed a precise copy of this 
note on another sheet. There was no time to get his signature a second 
time. I have simply copied it here for him. C. R. Lanman." 
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I regret that these gentlemen "feel that the recent controversy in the 
matter of the Nippur expeditions has been left in a state which allows 
the gravest imputations upon the integrity of American scholarship to 
rest uncleared" and "believe that this condition of things is in a high 
degree detrimental to the progress of Oriental learning in this country." 

It is impossible for me at this time to furnish the desired " full and 
frank statement of the facts as far as they bear upon my activity at Nip- 
pur and my publications relating to the same," for these reasons: 

First — I am leaving on Monday, April 30th, to resume my labors at 
the Imperial Ottoman Museum in Constantinople. 

Second — A statement from me of the nature suggested would inevi- 
tably reopen the controversy officially terminated last year by the Board 
of Trustees of the University which I have the honor to serve. 

Third — There will be published before my return from abroad, in the 
official series of the Babylonian Section of the University of Pennsylvania, 
a volume which I am confident will afford to Assyriologists more than a 
little proof of at least a part of my contentions of the meaning of the 
material unearthed at Nippur, and this I feel must suffice until my fur- 
ther labors and those of others who share my belief in the Temple 
Library of Nippur, can be presented in an orderly way for the informa- 
tion of the scientific world. 

The grave imputations, which you say remain uncleared, appear to 
rest solely upon the integrity of my scholarship, and this injustice I can 
continue to bear patiently until my vindication can be obtained by scien- 
tific work, and I venture the belief that, in the end, this course will prove 
less detrimental to the progress of Oriental learning in America than any 
other now open to me. 

Trusting that you and your colleagues will appreciate the spirit in 
which I make this reply, I beg to remain 

Faithfully yours, 

H. V. HlLPBECHT 

P. S. Copy of a letter sent to Professor Lanman. H. V. H. 



